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the larynx, which marks the commencement of the wind-
pipe, and finally through the windpipe into the lungs.
The peculiarity of this arrangement lies in the fact that
the air-passage crosses the portion of the alimentary
canal formed by the cavity of the mouth,, the pharynx,
and the oesophagus in such a manner that the pharynx
belongs equally to the two passages. It is precisely this
peculiarity, however, which makes it possible to employ
the returning current of air in the formation of sound
and, therefore, for speech. The parts of the cavity of the
mouth, and in particular the tongue, by their great
mobility can alter the form of the cavity of the mouth
in the most varied manner. Every such conformation
imparts a peculiar kind of vibration to the current of air
which is heard as sound. The possibility of speech is
therefore due to the power we possess of voluntarily
directing the current of air from the pharynx into the
cavity of the mouth, where sound can be produced in
the manner described.

It is evident that air and food cannot pass through
the pharynx at the same time, as all, moreover, know
from experience who have been excited to laughter during
the act of swallowing. We should therefore naturally
expect to find some arrangement which would keep both
passages clear, so that the one process should suffer no
inconvenience from the other. Eespiration being a con-
tinuous process, while swallowing is merely a transitory
and quickly executed act, we should conclude beforehand
that this arrangement will in its usual form be in favour
of the flow of the air; and this we find to be the case.
The pharynx, from causes presently to be discussed, is
always open. Its walls, indeed, are not composed of such
rigid material as the cartilage of the windpipe, but from
the manner of their attachment to the bones of the